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Bishop Janusz Kaleta 
Apostolic Administrator 

in Atyrau  
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Introduction 
 

 
Eight years have passed since the foundation of the Apostolic Administration in Atyrau. We are still at 
the beginning stages of our pastoral work, which is the main purpose of our stay in Kazakhstan. Apart 
from the strictly pastoral work in our parishes, we are also involved in social assistance and teaching 
English and Italian. Guitar lessons are given as well.  
 
In the year 2007 there were nine priests, two nuns and about twenty adults working in our 
Administration. The lay volunteers stayed in Kazakhstan for at least several weeks: 7 in Atyrau, 8 in 
Aktjubinsk, 1 in Uralsk, 4 in Aktau. Their presence is undoubtedly a testimony of deep faith which has 
helped to enrich our contribution to society both socially and spiritually. 
 
The rapid and intensive progress in the growth and the role of the Kazakh language in the economy of 
this country is very noticeable. It seems that in the next few years in the west of Kazakhstan, it will be 
very difficult to work in any administrative and public field without the command of this language. 
Our future depends a great deal on the ability to find priests and nuns willing to learn the Kazakh 
language. 
 
Thanks to God and the aid of many organizations and private persons, we manage to gradually build 
the foundation for our pastoral work. The church and the parish house were consecrated in Kulsary 
after their reconstruction. The consecration of the church and the pasoral center in Uralsk is rapidly 
approaching. We are pleased that the renovated Caritas facilities are operating in Aktjubinsk. 
 
In the year 2008 we plan to begin the construction of the pastoral center and the rectory in Aktjubinsk. 
We are looking forward to the construction of the churches in Aktau and Chromtau. It is impossible at 
present, though, due to difficulties in obtaining (purchasing) the land for the construction. 
 



The Transfiguration of the Lord Parish in Atyrau 
Established 1999  

 
*************************** 
Pastor  – Fr. Wojciech Ma� lanka 
Avangard 3/34 a  
060009 Atyrau - Kazakhstan 
Tel./Fax + 7 (7122) 281 686 or  281 684 
e-mail: catholic.atyrau@gmail.com 
http://www.catholic-kazakhstan.org/Atyrau 
Mass Schedule:  
Saturdays    5:00 p.m. in English 
Sundays   11:00 a.m. in Russian 

  7:00 p.m. in Italian  
Weekdays, Monday to Friday:  

  7:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 
************************** 
 
The Roman – Catholic parish in Atyrau was established in 1999. The parochial church was 
consecrated on August 4, 2002. The convent and the pastoral center were opened in 2005. Among our 
parishioners there are people of German, Russian, Polish, Korean and Kazakh origin who speak 

Russian. In the pastoral ministry of our parish we try 
to include the foreigners who work in our region. 
For them masses are celebrated in English and 
Italian. There are three choirs providing music for 
the liturgies in Russian, English and Italian. The 
Russian choir, which is the largest, also participates 
in the cultural life of the city. In 2007 a small 
community Communione e  Liberatione was 
created. Its members teach Italian as well. 
 
Since November 2007 two volunteers from Poland, 
who are members of the Light – Life Movement, are 
assisting us. We hope to create a community 
carrying on formation in the vein of this movement. 

Since 2002 a volunteer from Canada has been giving English lessons in the pastoral centre. Besides 
this, she leads an English/Russian Bible study and teaches religion at “Dostyk International School” in 
the American housing development. In the parish centre different theatre groups perform musicals and 
plays several times per year. For the youth active in our parish we annually organize summer camps in 
Aktau. 
 
Plans for 2008 
 
We hope that the Sisters of St. Elizabeth will take over the work of the 
Sisters of the Poor Child Jesus in the summer. We would like to develop 
and strengthen the cooperation with the Light – Life Movement by 
continuing to invite volunteers from it. 
 
More than five years have passed since the consecration of our church. It 
is highly necessary to repaint it inside, and other areas of the parish house 
as well. Other minor repairs need to be done, too. Basically, our parish is 
financially independent when it comes to current expenses. 
Unfortunately, we do not have the means for major expenses, i.e.: repairs 
and greater investments. However, we believe that we will be able to find 
sponsors for these purposes. 



 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Aktau 

Established 2006 
 

*************************** 
 
Pastor  - Fr.  Aleksander Kalinouski 
Address: Aktau, 6 microregion, house 33 apartment 33 
Contact Phone. +7 7292 534550 
Mobile. +7 7016142330 
E- mail: akalinouski@topmail.kz 
http://www.catholic-kazakhstan.org/Aktau 
Mass Schedule:  
Sundays   10:30 a.m. in English,  

11.30 a.m. in Russian 
Weekdays:  
Monday, Wednesday, Friday   18:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Thursday       8.00 a.m. 
Saturday     10.00 a.m. 
 
*************************** 

 

Aktau is inhabited by people of different nationalities 
and confessions. On June 30th 2006, Fr. Bishop Janusz 
Kaleta – the Administrator of the Apostolic 
Administration in Atyrau – directed Fr. Aleksandr 
Kalinouski to work in Aktau and on January 10th 2007, 
the Catholic Parish of the Sacred Heart of Jesus was 
established in the city of Aktau. In February 2007, an 
apartment for the parish was bought. On March 26th 
2007 our parish was officially registered by the local 
state authorities.  

For the time being the liturgy is being celebrated at 
Stanislava Kostinskaya’s – one of our first 

parishioners’ apartment. After reconstructing our apartment, we have a small chapel here.  

In August 2007 the family of Gonzalez Trigo Jose Maria and 
Montero Manzano Maria Mercedes with their four children 
came to Aktau. In October 2007 Villacura Rios Ximena 
Cecilia arrived in Aktau. They all belong to the 
neocathecumenal movement. 

The parish, which is the youngest in our Apostolic 
Administration, is still in the making. A priest with a 
command of English and Italian is being sought to take care 
of the foreigners working in this region. 

Obtaining a piece of land for the construction of the church is 
a priority. We are also looking for means to purchase an 
apartment for the mission family. 

 


