
 
The Good Shepherd Parish in Aktjubinsk 

The first catholic community was established in the 1950’s  
The parish was officially registered in 1983 

 
*************************** 
Pastor – Fr. Tadeusz Smereczynski 
Has been working in Aktjubinsk since 1993 
Address: 59 Imanova Street 
03005 Aktjubinsk  
Tel: + 7 (7132) 963 585, or 963 715, or 963 773 
E-mail: tsmereczynski@nursat.kz 
http://www.catholic-kazakhstan.org/Aktobe 
 
Mass Schedule:  
 
�  Saturdays       7:30 a.m. 
�  Sundays       10:00 a.m.  
�  Weekdays: Monday to Friday   6:00 p.m.  
 
*************************** 
 
The parish in Aktobe belongs to the oldest in Kazakhstan. The Roman-Catholic Church in Aktobe had 
its presence felt at the end of the Second World War due to the forced displacement of the “Volga – 
Germans”. In 1978 the house was bought and adapted as a chapel. The first pastor was Fr.Karl 
Thomas Gumpenberg (1904 – 1984). After receiving permission from Moscow, the construction of the 
church began in May 1981 and was finished in 1983. The church was consecrated by Bishop Valerians 
Zondaks (1908-1986) from Ryga on the 9th of October 1983. The priests who served in Aktobe were: 
Fr. Jan Pawlowski (1984.), Fr. Aleksander Bien (1985). Fr. Josef Werth SJ, the present bishop in 
Nowosybirsk (1985-1988), Fr. Jonas Zubrus 1989-1992, Fr. Klemens Pickel, the present bishop in 
Saratow (1992-93), Fr. Guido Becker (1993-1998). Since 1993 Fr. Tadeusz Smereczy� ski has been 
working in Aktobe. 

 
From 1995 to 2003 the parish’s territory was increased by 
the purchase of the adjacent lots (an increase from 660 m2 to 
5,257 m2). Near the church is the rectory and a house for 
visitors, a house for evangelization, a library, as well as a 
building reconstructed in 2006-2007for the purpose of 
charity activities. Since 2003 there is a soup kitchen for the 
poor and an ambulatory care centre. 
 
Unfortunately, the rectory and the house that are used for 
pastoral activities were, at one time private houses, which are 
now in a bad state of repairs and their maintenance becomes 

more and more expensive. In this situation we are facing a 
dilemma whether to repair them or to build a new rectory and 
pastoral centre on the present lot. 
 
After making a cost - effective analysis, it seems that it is a 
better solution to build a new building for the present pastoral 
needs. The draft project of such a building was prepared with 
special attention to its effectiveness and economy. The 
construction of the building could be carried out on the parish 
property and without great inconvenience for parish functions. 
 



Holy Family Parish in Chromtau 
Established 1988 

 
*************************** 
Pastor  – Fr. Janusz Potok 
Address: 5/29 Eset - Batyra St.  
031100 Chromtau 
Tel. 71336 -22180 
janpot22@interia.pl 
http://www.catholic-kazakhstan.org/Chromtau/En 
 
Mass Schedule:  
Sundays   11:00 a.m. 
Weekdays: from Tuesday to Friday  

3:00 p.m.  
 
***************************  
 
In the 1980s the first efforts were made to register the parish – religious community. On June 7, 1988 
permission was granted from Moscow to create a religious community in Chromtau. On September 
14, 1988 Eugenia Martin presented half of her house together with the parcel of land to the parish. 
Since then the house has served as a chapel. 

 
Since 1994 the parish entered a new chapter 
of its history, for two priests: Fr. Tadeusz 
Smereczynski and Fr. Guido Becker came to 
Aktjubinsk permanently. Particularly the 
latter looked after the religious community of 
Chromtau. Since then it has been possible 
also to call it a parish, as it is a branch of the 
parish in Aktjubinsk.  
 
The then Apostolic Administrator in Atyrau – 
Fr. Janusz Kaleta, founded an independent 
Holy Family Parish in Chromtau on February 
4, 2004. In that year an apartment for the 
priest was bought. Fr. Jan Trela, as the first 

Pastor, went to live there. 
 
 
 
 
Since 2006 efforts have been made to obtain a 
building site for a new church. Regrettably, all our 
efforts have been to no avail thus far. It is 
expected that we will need to use the prayer house, 
which is currently owned by the parish, for at least 
another three to four years. Unfortunately, it is in a 
bad state of repairs.  
In order to be of further use, the building needs to 
undergo major repairs. According to preliminary 
estimations, the cost of the work will be around 
30.000 – 40.000 USD. 



 
Divine Mercy Parish in Kulsary 

Established in Dec. 2003 
 

*************************** 
Pastor  - Fr. Cezary Komosinski 
Address: 8th Microregion, house 60 
060100 Kulsary 
tel: +7 (71237) 56389 
mobile. +7 701 7487610 
e -mail:  ckomos@gmail.com 
http://www.catholic-kazakhstan.org/kulsary/en 
Mass Schedule:  
Sundays:   10:00 a.m. in Tengiz  

PFD Cinema, in English 
3:00 p.m. in Kulsary in Russian 

Weekdays Tuesday to Saturday:  
3:00 p.m.  

*************************** 
 
We began to establish the parish in Kulsary in November 2003. We bought a small apartment there 
and began traveling to Kulsary every week. Divine Mercy parish in Kulsary was finally registered on 
May 21, 2004after a series of changes. Fr. Dariusz Buras became the first administrator of the parish. 

 
On Feb 28, 2005 we bought a house with a 
small piece of land. Fr. Dariusz adapted one of 
the rooms for a chapel and we could move to 
“our house”. The next step in the parish 
development was to prepare for the 
reconstruction of the building. Repairs began 
on July 2006 and lasted with a winter break till 
October 2007. From May 2, 2006 Fr. Cezary 
Komosinski took over from Fr. Dariusz Buras 
as pastor and moved to Kulsary permanently, 
as soon as the repairs on the house were 
completed. The chapel together with a gallery 
can house 70 - 80 people. Our parish house 
consists of a priest’s flat, a parish office, a 

kitchen and a common room that can be used for religious instruction or parish meetings as may be 
required.  
 
On Dec 4, 2007, after nearly four years since the 
founding of the parish, it was possible to consecrate 
the chapel and the parish house. The consecration 
was done by the Apostolic Administrator in West 
Kazakhstan, Bishop Janusz Kaleta. 

 
Kulsary is situated about 100 km from Tengiz – the 
largest oilfields in Kazakhstan and one of the biggest 
in the world. From the very beginning of our activity, 
we have been striving to reach the people there 
through pastoral ministry, because many Catholics 
work there: Americans, and Filipinos, and the Irish, 
and Poles, Catholics from Kazakhstan. In the spring 



of 2005, after many efforts, we started celebrating mass for them in the housing complex: Shanarak 



 


